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June 26 was perhaps our hottest day so far this year, with the
temperature reaching 95 (partly blamed on the layer of Saharan
dust in the atmosphere), with only 45% humidity. That same
evening, a thunderstorm came, and lightning struck a small area
of pine forest outside Estero’s Pelican Sound, creating a flash fire
that was swiftly put out by Estero’s firefighters and calendar
models. Prior to this, we were deluged with rain in mid-June that
caused some temporary flooding. Lightning, fire, dust, floods…
we await the biblical frogs and locusts (I did not say snowbirds).
I might as well give you the full disclaimer now. After writing over
50 issues of this quarterly newsletter, I find myself increasingly tempted to write about anything I find
to be interesting or amusing, whether newsworthy or not. I am never the recipient of submitted news
items (do feel free to submit items to me), so it is only my dear long-suffering Jackie who provides me
with possible content, in addition to my own humble news-foraging. So, if you notice me going off-track,
be assured I am not going off my meds. It’s just ‘Andrew’.
FERRETS AND BAGGY PANTS - It is an irony of our
time that one of the best things you can to do to promote
your health – bicycling – might also get you killed.
Unfortunately, one increases one’s odds of this by being
over 65, riding a racing bike in the head-down position
and navigating the bicycle lane on main roads. Not
wearing a helmet? That’s just Russian Roulette. Sporting
a high-visibility yellow top? Makes a nice canvas for the
blood spatter when you take a tumble. Do you really
want to be hurtling along at 30 miles an hour on a flimsy
bicycle - head down, bottom up – when the driver behind you, approaching very fast, just dropped his
cellphone and is fumbling for it on the floormat as his car drifts right? In the same way that ferrets and
wearers of baggy pants should always be separated, one is apprehensive that cyclists and motor
vehicles share the same roadway. By the way, ferret-legging (a.k.a. ferret-down-trousers) is a real sport,
originating in English pubs in the 1970s as an endurance test to see who could keep a live ferret inside
their trousers the longest. Not yet an Olympic event, but give it time.
But I digress. As Deputy Mayor of the City of Bonita Springs, Peter O’Flinn has a passion for safe biking
and walking paths in Bonita Springs. “Safe pathways for bicyclists and pedestrians support quality of
life and healthy living,” he says, ”…and they are proven attractors of good economic development.”
Terry Street between U.S. 41 and Old 41 Road has been selected as the city’s first priority on its
Bike/Pedestrian Master Plan. Construction is slated for late
summer with completion expected around the end of the year.
Not to be outdone, Estero also has a Bicycle & Pedestrian
Master Plan that they are working on.
THE OXYMORONIC SHY WOLF - Rumor has it that Golden
Gate’s Shy Wolf Sanctuary plans to relocate from their present
cramped 2.5 acres to a larger spread of at least 20 acres.
Although I have camped out in the wilds quite a bit, I have never
encountered this legendary – and oxymoronic - Shy Wolf.

One imagines a wolfling bullied at school, hiding behind trees, too scared
and shy to join the yelping pack as they dart off to run down yet another
hapless beast and rip it to pieces. Truth is, the sanctuary is a safe haven for
injured, abandoned or neglected exotic wild and captive-bred animals. You
can adopt, volunteer or donate. To enjoy an interesting two-hour interactive
visit (plan ahead) for $15, you must have an appointment (closed Tuesdays,
Thursdays, holidays). Tel: (855) SHY-WOLF info@shywolfsanctuary.org
and https://shywolfsanctuary.org
QUICK NEWS – The rare Super Ghost Orchid (pictured) is currently
flowering in Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary (bring binoculars), discovered in
Corkscrew in 2007 ❊ Students attending public universities in Florida are
enrolled in the #1 university system in the country, according to a U.S. News
& World Report in May ❊ Recycle used clothing & footwear at The North Face at Miromar Outlet Mall
and earn $10 toward your next purchase of $100 or more at The North Face ❊ Playing at the Sugden
Theatre on Fifth Avenue South until July 28, Naples Players production of Mamma Mia (pictured) is
arguably one of their finest musicals yet. There wasn’t a dry seat (I mean ‘eye’) in the house! ❊
CALLING LATVIA - If you are getting hang-up calls at stupid
hours of the night from Latvia, Turkmenistan, Papua New
Guinea, Congo and the like, you are not alone. This is an old
scam called One Ring or Wangiri (Japanese for One Ring &
Drop). It works like this. Your phone rings just long enough for a
Missed Call message to pop up, to tempt you to return the call.
Curious? Well, you will recall that someone in the family once
talked about Cousin Alina Abers from Latvia so, although the call
came in at 2:03 a.m. this morning, you sense they are not up to
scratch on International Time Zones over there in Latvia, and you
call Cousin Alina back in Riga at 7 p.m. (5 a.m. in Latvia), figuring that this is about when she might be
back from milking the cows or whatever it is she does in the wee hours over there. A man’s voice
answers. Resisting the temptation to ask, “Is this Riga Tony?” you are kept holding on the line,
scratching your head as you listening to unintelligible chatter at the other end, trying to figure out what
language they are speaking. Latvian. Puzzled, you finally hang up. So what the fracas was that all
about? You have been scammed. As a reward for your curiosity, you will be charged an international
call fee, a part of which is paid to the scammer. And Cousin Alina is none the wiser.
QUESTIONABLE PARENTING – Mother’s Day fell on May 12 this year and Father’s Day on June 16.
These two holidays can be a minefield of a milestone for the unwary. Sadly, even the most innocuous
remark today will offend someone. Whenever I spotted a heavily pregnant young lady, I would proffer
the friendliest non-creepy smile I could muster and murmur “Congratulations!” But these days, I glance
away from tumescent bellies, turning around to walk back and even contemplate jumping in front of an
bus to avoid an embarrassing encounter. If it is someone I vaguely
know, I find myself checking her out for a certain corporal amplitude
so I can make an instantaneous ‘pregnant-or-fat’ calculation. But
even on occasions when I am fairly certain of the former, I still open
with “Have you done something different to your hair?” Which brings
me to Father’s Day and Mother’s Day. Fortunate as I am to have
known (and been certain of) my own father and mother, the custom
in England was always for a child to mark Father’s Day and Mother’s
Day with a simple greeting card to said parent…

But in this wonderfully all-inclusive country, I can either stay
indoors on these two holidays, or else I must greet almost
everyone I run into. So here is my new plan. On Mother’s Day,
instead of the court appearance-sounding “Are you, have you ever
been, or will you ever be a Mother?” I opt for “What a beautiful day
to celebrate!” (if it is not actually raining). Then any response akin
to “Thank you”, elicits a cautious “Happy Mother’s Day!” from me.
For Father’s Day, I use a different and more speculative tactic. To
any man who looks to be over 18, I say, “Happy Father’s Day if
you are a father… and if you are not, just be careful!”
THE ADRIENNE ARSHT CENTER IN MIAMI – Adrienne Arsht Center For The Performing Arts in
downtown Miami (pictured) has some great shows, encompassing more than 100 widely diverse titles
each year and including Broadway blockbusters, Grammy Award-winning music legends, world-class
dance companies, experimental work, family shows, opera, classical music, jazz, comedy and more.
The Center consists of three auditoriums; Ziff Ballet Opera House, John & James Knight Concert Hall
and Carnival Studio Theater. Combine your show with a visit to the excellent on-site fine dining
restaurant: Brava by Brad Kilgore, recognized as one of the “10 Hottest Restaurants in Miami” by Zagat
and located on the 2nd floor of the Ziff Ballet Opera House. One of the largest indoor area arts venues,
the Center was also the recent venue for the first two Democratic Debates in late June. Box Office tel:
(305) 949-6722. www.arshtcenter.org
RESTAURANTS – OCEAN PRIME is the restaurant
(pictured) adjacent to the Inn On Fifth at 699 5th
Avenue South, Naples, FL 34102. It specializes in
seafood, steaks and cocktails, and the full-height
folding glass doors along the avenue afford a
wonderful people-watching experience for diners. In
addition to the cocktail bar, they have a 4 to 7 p.m.
Happy Hour Lounge Menu and a fine dining room with
a varied and interesting menu that includes glutenfree items. Example appetizers include Sonoma goat
cheese ravioli with golden oak mushrooms, a Surf ‘N Turf of sea scallops and slow-braised short ribs,
jumbo lump crab cake, prime steak tartare, oysters, crab meat cocktail, Dutch Harbor king crab legs, a
‘smoking’ shellfish tower, lobster bisque, French onion soup and assorted sushi. Main courses include
blackened snapper, grouper, teriyaki salmon, ahi tuna, twin lobster tails, scallops, Chilean sea bass,
Ashley Farms chicken, pork porterhouse, lamb chops, Surf ‘N Turf, a good variety of streaks and sides
and sauces in the style of Ruth Chris & Chops. Desserts include chocolate cake, cheesecake, ten-layer
carrot cake, chocolate peanut butter pie, warm butter cake and crème brulee. Open for dinner daily.
Mon-Thu 5-10 p.m., Fri & Sat 5-11 p.m., Sun 5-9 p.m. Business casual attire. Tel: (239) 430-0404.
CAFFE MILANO is an Italian restaurant (pictured) at 800 Fifth Avenue South that has a winning
marketing strategy for the slower June through October summer
season; if you order after 3 p.m. but before 6 p.m., everything is halfprice: drinks, appetizers, main courses and desserts. To many people,
how good a meal tastes is somewhat dependent on the price. By which
I mean that at half-price, the food is pretty great! They also offer the
half-off deal from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in winter, lassting from November
through May. I like arancino (Sicilian rice ball) and pappardelle al ragu,
but everyone seems to likes the ‘a la minute vanilla gelato’ for two with
nuts and chocolate sauce. We went there after seeing a matinee show
of Mamma Mia at the Sugden Theatre a few yards away.

Fifth Avenue was almost deserted at 5.p.m… but that was only
because absolutely everyone was inside Caffe Milano! The
restaurant is open every day, from 11:30 a.m. 10:30 p.m. Tel:
(239) 692-8480. www.caffemilano.c om
JIMMY P’S CHARRED NORTH With the casual lunch eatery on
Old 41 in Bonita closing down, that location remains as a
butcher shop, a smokehouse and a catering facility. Thirdgeneration butcher Jimmy Pepper and son Jimmy Jr opened
Jimmy P’S Charred North (pictured) in February as a full
restaurant, and it is located in the old Sunshine Cafe (before that, it was Sushi Too) premises at Prado
at Spring Creek on U.S. 41 in Bonita. With new décor and a full lunch and dinner menu plus beer and
wine, ‘Charred’ serves higher-marbled Wagyu beef, baseball sirloin, filet mignon, a tomahawk rib-eye,
Berkshire pork co, frenched lamb chops and a variety of other non-beef items, including varied
appetizers and desserts. Open Mon-Sat 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Located at 25301 S.
Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs, FL 34135. Tel: (239) 390-0301.
RESTAURANT BONJOUR is conveniently located on Pine Ridge Road in Naples,
in the premises that used to be Mimi’s Cooking. Open for lunch and dinner, this is
a true French restaurant with delicious food and fair prices. We popped in for a
quick lunch of quiche and salad, both delicious as only the French can make them.
We will be back for dinner. Owner Bernard Massuger bought the restaurant from
Marie Michelle in 2013 and kept the same chef and largely the same menu. Located
at 2099 Pine Ridge Road (north side), Naples, FL 34109. Tel: (239) 566-2275.
www.restaurantbonjournaplesfla.com
Enjoy the summer, behave yourself, keep safe and let’s catch up in the fall…
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