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June is my favorite month in SW Florida for several reasons.
When June is busting out all over, as the 1958 musical number
goes, the air temperature is hot but not unbearable. Daily
downpours are still a month or so away. The Gulf warms up
acceptably (it just hit 90), with the seas at their calmest. Traffic
is tolerable. Restaurant reservations are generally unnecessary
(some restaurants actually close for August and/or September).
And clam chowder disappears from menus once again, thank goodness. Conch chowder, anyone?
According to Matt Gray, meteorologist at NBC-2 in Fort Myers,
area temperatures are expected to be slightly higher than
average this summer. Expect days in the mid-90s with the heat
index peaking past 100 degrees, and days when the
temperature might never drop below 80. I interpret this to mean
that going outside in September will be like stepping into a sauna
with a hairdryer blowing in your face. In addition to the traditional
two things in life that are unavoidable – death and taxes – I
would have to add Florida summer heat, junk mail and
telemarketing calls. But give me the heat over all the others.
UNSUBSCRIBE – After 50+ issues, I recently started using MailChimp to email out my newsletters; it
just makes the whole process much simpler. However, I should note that if you receive my newsletter
and scroll down to the bottom and click on ‘Unsubscribe’ – even if you do so mistakenly – MailChimp
makes me jump through hoops (see the irony there?) to reassure them that you only clicked on it by
mistake. And I don’t like having to kow-tow to a monkey, even if he does wear a train conductor’s cap.
QUICK NEWS – La Scala’s dove is back again (pictured), nesting
atop the warmth of a gasolier light outside the front doors ✪ Just
days after Estero said a final No to NCH, they were throwing up
their new facility right next to the new Diamond Oaks Village
Senior Living apartments, a couple of yards inside Bonita Springs.
How’s that for a slap in the face to Estero?! ✪ Blue Zones founder
Dan Buettner says Naples is the happiest place in the U.S. In
March, Naples was named the healthiest place in the U.S. for the
3rd year in a row by Gallup-Sharecare, based on a survey of 186
cities ✪ Using the Target app’s Drive Up function, shoppers can now place orders via the app and pick
up their items (including groceries) within two hours at the Drive Up station in the parking lot (e.g. at
Coconut Point). As you approach, the app lets the store know you have arrived, and your items are
brought out to you. Yes, you will have to open your car window.
Walmart offers a similar service for groceries at some locations (not
sure which) ✪ In April, Bonita Springs Council approved the Logan
Road extension that will connect the northern end of Logan Road with
Bonita Beach Road SE via a roundabout (traffic circle), but I am
unaware of a date set for the project to be completed ✪ A new gated
apartment complex in old Bonita is expected to be finished next May.
The Mosaic at Oak Creek will contain ten 3-story buildings consisting
of 273 apartments on 18 acres along Dean Street and the corner of
Old 41. The historic Dixie Moon Café will be relocated ✪

✪ In May, Estero Council approved final zoning plans for an unnamed (either a Hilton or Marriott) 5story 128 room hotel to be located at the south-west corner of US 41 and Coconut Road ✪ Can’t find
a good scanner app for your smartphone? Tiny Scanner (the free version) garners rave reviews, and it
seems to work perfectly ✪ Did you know that Estero has the highest ‘Appearance’ standards in all of
Southwest Florida? Only about 10% of the 2,000 acres of commercial land along Corkscrew Road and
US 41 was developed at the time the Estero Community Plan was created in 2002. Even gas stations
must have barrel-tiled roofs ✪ Just ten units remain to be sold at Altaira ✪
CANE TOAD HUNTER – No interfering good deed in Nature ever
goes unpunished. When I lived in Australia in the mid-1970s, a
plague of cane toads was rampant in Queensland. Introduced
from Hawaii in 1935, cane toads were supposed to control the
beetles that were eating the sugar cane crops. With no known
enemies, a healthy sex drive and a deadly chemical defense
system, they instead became significant pests themselves.
Coincidentally, the South American cane toad was introduced to
Southern Florida in the 1930s and 1940s for exactly the same
purpose; controlling agricultural pests in the sugar cane fields. If you have read through this paragraph
thus far, you may be wondering where this is all going, or you might even be losing the will to live. But
you need to know this stuff if you have a dog in Florida and furthermore, it is quite interesting to discover
that Snowbirds and Burmese pythons are not the only invasive species in Florida.
Like me, cane toads (a.k.a. Giant Toad) have a big appetite and are capable of eating just about
anything they can fit into their mouths. They are attracted to pet food, garbage and feces (unlike me).
They are not aggressive but when threatened, they secrete a
milky white viscous fluid through their skin, from behind their ears
(they have ears?). If a dog licks, bites or swallows a cane toad,
the dog will become sick and die. For the sake of argument, let’s
assume there is no chance you will lick a cane toad yourself. If
the toad is lurking in the bushes, you may not even notice that
your dog has touched it. Pets poisoned by a cane toad have
symptoms such as excessive drooling, extremely red gums,
head-shaking, crying, loss of coordination, convulsions and
death, followed by an eye-poppingly huge vet bill. I had most of these symptoms myself – though not
death or the huge vet bill - after watching Deadpool at the movies.
Bonita native Jennifer Southall is a Cane Toad Hunter. Who knew that was even a profession? In the
dead of night, she goes hunting armed with a net and a flashlight, silently stalking her prey in the
communities of Collier and Lee Counties and then pouncing on it, catching the toad with her bare
hands. “I try not to fall in love with every toad I catch,“ she says, “but it’s hard not to.” Yikes! I bet she
even composed an Ode to a Toad.
When Jennifer grabs a toad, it secretes the white toxin, but she calms
it down by turning it on its back and rubbing its belly. “They love belly
rubs.“ she says. Well, I can at least get on board with that. They live
up to 15 years in the wild, breed year-round and a female lays up to
25,000 eggs at a time. You do the math. If you do spot a cane toad,
it is almost certain that there are many more of them that you have
not yet seen, lurking in the undergrowth. The best way to get the toxin
out of your dog’s mouth is to rub it out with a cloth. Water does not degrade the poison, so forget
washing it out. Rub out the mouth as much as you can and get to the emergency vet clinic fast.

Understand that the native Southern Toad is easily misidentified as a cane toad, and it can reach a
length of 4.5 inches, whereas the adult cane toad ranges in length from 4 to 6 inches; the largest on
record was 9.5 inches. If you find you have gotten all toaded-up, then Jane Southall can be contacted
at http://canetoad.webs.com/contact-us-toad-roundups or on (239) 384-2115. She may just be crazy.
LEE HEALTH COCONUT POINT UPDATE – The new $140
million 163,000 square foot facility under construction on the
33-acre site north of Pelican Colony Boulevard East was
scheduled to open this November, but hold off on that
emergency visit just yet because now it is looking to be more
like December. One thing is for sure. Nearby Tijuana Flats –
our favorite taco place – is going to get a lot of lunch and dinner
business once the new complex finally opens.
HURRICANE FORECAST – I realize that ‘hurricane forecast’ is probably an oxymoron, since although
meteorologists claim to be able to predict global weather twenty-plus years hence, they cannot yet
accurately forecast what the weather will be like tomorrow. Although the hurricane season officially runs
from June 1 to November 30, no one told that to T.S. Alberto who darkened our skies during the last
week of May. Fortunately, Alberto never grew into a hurricane, passing us to the west and making
landfall in Florida’s panhandle. Global Weather Oscillations (GWO) predicts that the 2018 hurricane
season will be the strongest cycle in 70 years. GWO was cited by news media as being the only
organization that accurately predicted the hyperactive 2017 Atlantic hurricane season from beginning
to end and the destructive U.S. hurricane landfalls: the costliest in U.S. history. So put on your belt and
suspenders, buckle in and hang on for the ride this summer. Or just scamper off and get out of town.
KORESHANITY – Since the last remaining Koreshan died in
1982, the Koreshan Unity have been a tourist attraction, a puzzle
and a quirky historical footnote. Numerous utopian cults appeared
in post-Civil War America in the late 1800s, in one sense as a
questioning reaction to the horrors of that war. FGCU Journalism
Professor Lyn Millner’s captivating new book ‘The Allure Of
Immortality: An American Cult, a Florida Swamp, and a Renegade
Prophet’ took five years of painstaking research. She describes
how charismatic New Yorker Cyrus Teed convinced a couple
hundred cultured Northerners to abandon everything, adopt celibacy, live as one big family and head
down to the sub-tropical scrubland of Estero where they bought 5,000 acres, had run-ins with the locals
and grubbed and hacked a self-contained town out of the
palmettos, envisioning it to one day become a 10 million-resident
metropolis: the New Jerusalem. Not happening with celibacy!
As we all know, everybody wants to change the world, but nobody
wants to change the toilet roll. Not that they had any toilet paper,
way back then. ‘Doctor’ Cyrus Teed and his followers believed that
the universe was like a gigantic egg, that the surface of the earth
was concave and not convex and that Estero was in fact the very
center of the world, “the vitellus of a cosmogonic egg”. Try telling
your friends you live just south of the vitellus of a cosmogonic egg, and then watch how their number
dwindles rapidly. Seriously though, from start to finish, this interesting and colorful book is a real pageturner, even more fascinating because it is local history and not a fanciful novel.
FOOD AND DRINK – Bite Squad recently came to Bonita Springs, a new restaurant delivery service
that already operates in more than 30 metropolitan areas (GoWaiter of Bonita Springs never lasted).

Download the free Bite Squad app. Customers get a picture of their delivery driver, and if you have any
questions or issues, Bite Squad’s customer service team is just a text away. When your driver is within
a tenth of a mile, you get a text notification, so turn off the tv and get your drinks prepared. Bite Squad
charges a fee which starts at $1.99 and tops out at $4.99 for deliveries of more than 4 miles. You can
even tip the driver right on the app (but you know they prefer cash). Putting our La Scala address into
the app revealed 29 local eateries that are in the Bite Squad network.
If you have not yet tried Sails at the west end of Fifth Avenue South
opposite Bice Restaurant, then you are surely in for a seafood
extravaganza. Sit down at a table or at the bar in this fashionable
fine-dining restaurant, order a hand-crafted cocktail and then have
your waiter take you to view the seafood display (pictured) where
fresh-and-never-frozen creatures (strange-looking bedfellows) stare
back at you, sourced from the Mediterranean and the Gulf of Mexico:
turbot, dover sole, tuna, dorade, bronzino, striped bass, lobster, uni,
king prawns, razor clams, scallops, oysters, soft-shell crabs, red and
yellow snapper… and fish I have never even heard of. Observe Chef
Jacob Jasinski and his team cook meals to perfection on the
custom-designed wood-burning grill. Sails is open from 5 p.m. to
midnight and is located at 301 Fifth Avenue South, Naples, FL
34102. They have valet parking. www.sailsrestaurants.com Tel:
(239) 360-2000 or guestservice@sailsrestaurants.com
If you are on Facebook or Twitter, follow me on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/andrew.c.fentiman and on Twitter at
https://twitter.com/andrewcfentiman where I post amusing and
interesting items daily. I never post any such nonsense as which
restaurant we are at, or a tawdry selfie.
Incidentally, a ‘selfie’ is a picture you take of yourself, and a ‘usie’ is one where there are others
crowding into the frame with you. But since you took the usie yourself and are therefore closest to the
lens, you are always the one with the biggest head. Tough break if you have a big head to start with.
“Summer Afternoon; to me those have always been the two most beautiful words in the English
Language“ (Author Henry James)
Enjoy your Summer….
Andrew
Cell: (239) 405-3455 (voice & text) ~ E-mail: acfentiman@gmail.com
Facebook: Andrew.C.Fentiman ~ Twitter: AndrewCFentiman
DISCLAIMER: Suggested two-drink minimum, meaning this newsletter is best appreciated after a minimum of two drinks, following which
the content should become a tad more pertinent, sarcastic and funnier. One can but hope.

